MICHAEL STEFFEN

18 Geary Street
Upper Apartment

Buffalo, NY  14086
716-342-2282
email:  msteffen@fastmail.fm

EDUCATION SUMMARY:
2000
Vermont College of Norwich University, Montpelier, VT; MFA in Creative Writing.

1995
Empire State College, Saratoga Springs, NY; BS in Business Management.

PUBLISHED WORK:
Poems have appeared, or are forthcoming, in the following: 

JOURNALS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS
Chiron Review, Anterior Poetry Monthly, Sophomore Jinx, Medicinal Purposes, Poet’s Fantasy, Poet Lore, The Old Red Kimono, Feelings Poetry Journal, Ellipsis, Buckle &, Baybury Review, Antietam Review, The Sow’s Ear Poetry Review, miller’s pond, River King Poetry Supplement, Buffalo Bones, The Comstock Review, Calliope, The Ledge, Poetry Motel, Raintown Review, Poetry, Iron Horse, Touchstone, Blue Violin, MAN!, Poetic Page, Buffalo News, The Oak, Broken Streets, Licking River Review, Byline, The Northern Reader, The Candlelight Poetry Journal, The Heartlight Journal, Mobius, Where Eagles Fly, Midwest Poetry Review, NPA Marketletter Vol. 4, Pocono Record, Two Rivers Review, Modern Haiku, Haiku Headlines, frogpond, black bough, Hayden’s Poetry Review, New Thought Journal, South Ash Press, The Chaffin Journal, Nidus, Terminus, Drexel Online Journal, Green Hills Literary Lantern, Into the Teeth of the Wind, Earth’s Daughters, Birmingham Poetry Review, Illya's Honey, Branches, Sea Change, Schuylkill Valley Journal of the Arts, Potomac Review, Paper Street, Rhino, Tar Wolf Review, Square Lake, Straylight, Dos Passos Review, Dragonfire, Open Stage, Red Hawk Review, Ward 6 Review, Pavement Saw, Isotope, poetsagainstthewar.org, Perigee, Chest, Verdad, Cave Wall, The Wild Goose Review, Broken Bridge, Connecticut River Review, Origami Condom, Two Review, Bloodroot, Argestes, Broken Plate, Third Wednesday, Fox Chase Review, CircleShow, Smartish Pace, The Night Bomb Review and others.   

ANTHOLOGIES
E Pluribus Unum: An Anthology of Diverse Voices, The Light of Unity Association, 2010
Palpable Clock:  25 Years of Mulberry Poets, Mulberry Poets and Writers Association, Scranton, PA, 2005
The Frost Place 1999 Anthology, edited by Carol Anderheggen.

The Bride of Funnyside, Anderie Poetry Press, 1996.

The Best of Feelings, Anderie Poetry Press, 1994.

Poems of Beauty, Faith and Inspiration Vol. 2, Anderie Poetry Press, 1993.

Prisms:  The Many Facets of Love, Anderie Poetry Press, 1993.

CRITICISM—(Reviews, Articles)

“A Lesson In Voice:  John Berryman’s The Dream Songs,” Schuylkill Valley Journal of the Arts, March 21st, 2002.

“Mike Steffen’s Bookshelf…Road Atlas:  Poems and Other Prose by Campbell McGrath, The Irregular, February 1st, 2002-March 15th, 2002.

“Mike Steffen’s Bookshelf…Rare Earths:  Poems by Deena Linett, The Irregular,

 October 2001.

“On The Poetry of Douglas Goetsch,” The Irregular, May, 2001.

“On The Poetry of Sandy Crimmins,” The Irregular, April, 2001.

“On The Poetry of Meg Kearney,” The Irregular, March, 2001.

“On The Poetry of Aaren Perry,” The Irregular, February, 2001.

“The Art of Writing Poetry:  Some Thoughts…On Spoken Language,” Feelings Poetry Journal, Vol. 8, No. 2, Winter, 1997.

“The Art of Writing Poetry:  Some Thoughts…On Language That Has Meaning,” Feelings Poetry Journal, Vol. 8, No. 4, Summer-Fall, 1997.

“The Art of Writing Poetry:  Some Thoughts…On Characters,” Feelings Poetry Journal, Vol. 8, No. 2, Spring-Summer, 1997.

“The Art of Writing Poetry:  Some Thoughts…On the Image,” Feelings Poetry Journal, Vol. 8, No. 1, Autumn, 1996.

“The Art of Writing Poetry:  Some Thoughts…On Sound,” Feelings Poetry Journal, Vol. 7, No. 4, Summer, 1996.

“On Discovering Alden Nowlan,” Alehouse, Spring, 2007.
COLLECTIONS

Steffen, Michael.  Bad Behavior, full-length, Brick Road Poetry Press:  Columbus, GA, 2012
Steffen, Michael.  Heart Murmur, full-length, Bordighera Press:  New York, NY, 2009
Steffen, Michael.  No Good At Sea, full-length, Legible Press:  New York, NY, 2002. 

Steffen, Michael.  My Dog, chapbook, Small Poetry Press:  Pleasant Hill, CA, 1997. 

Steffen, Michael.  A Kind of Fishing, chapbook, Anderie Poetry Press:  Easton, PA, 1996

AWARDS AND HONORS:
2011
Winner, Brick Road Poetry Award
2010
Finalist, Erskine J. Poetry Prize

2010
Finalist, Holland Prize

2009
Semi-finalist, Many Mountains Moving Book Contest

2009
Finalist, Del Sol Poetry Book Prize

2009
Finalist, Snake Nation Press’ Violet Reed Haas Prize

2009
Semi-Finalist, Washington Prize

2008
Winner, Bordighera Poetry Prize

2008
Finalist, Del Sol Poetry Book Prize

2008
Finalist, The National Poetry Review Book Prize

2007
Finalist, Sol Books’ Poetry Series

2007
Semi-Finalist, Copperdome Chapbook Contest, 

Southeast Missouri State Univ. Press

2007
Semi-Finalist, 7th Annual Elixir Press Poetry Awards

2006
First Runner-Up, Bordighera Poetry Prize

2006
Finalist, Blue Light Press Book Award Competition

2005
Finalist, Bright Hill Press Poetry Book Competition
2005
Finalist, Philip Levine Prize in Poetry

2004
Finalist, Blue Light Press Book Award Competition

2004
Semi-Finalist, 4th Annual Elixir Press Poetry Awards

2003
Semi-Finalist, 3rd Annual Elixir Press Poetry Awards

2002
Finalist, Brittingham/Felix Pollak Poetry Prize Competition

2002
Finalist/Semi-finalist, Dallas Poets Community Poetry Contest

2002
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Fellowship 

2001
        

Winner, Legible Press Poetry Prize.

2001


Finalist, Mammoth Books/Anthony Piccione Poetry Award

2001


Finalist, Defined Providence Press Poetry Book Competition. 

2001


Finalist, Center For Book Arts Chapbook Prize.

2001


Poet Laureate, Riverside Festival of the Arts, Easton, PA.

2000
Finalist, Bright Hills Press Poetry Chapbook Competition

2000 
Special Merit, The Comstock Review Muriel Craft Bailey Poetry Prize.
1999


Finalist, Frith Press Chapbook Prize.

1998 


Winner, The Alsop Review Poetry Prize.

1998


2nd Place, Masters Poetry Contest.

1998 


Honorable Mention, Rock River Poetry Contest.

1998
Honorable Mention/Special Merit, The Comstock Review Poetry Prize.

1997


Winner, Rock River Poetry Contest.

1997
Winner, Cecilia Parsons Miller Award, Pennsylvania Poetry Society.

1997 


Honorable Mention, The Comstock Review Poetry Prize. 

1997


Finalist, The Ledge Poetry Awards Competition.

1996
Finalist, 1997 Writer’s Digest Writing Competition, Rhyming and
Non-Rhyming Categories.

1995

Poet of the Year, Feelings Poetry Journal.
RECENT/UPCOMING READINGS:

Sep., 2001

Riverside Festival of the Arts, Easton, PA

Nov., 2001

Barnes & Noble, Bryn Mawr, PA

Sep. 13th, 2002
Moravian Bookstore, Bethlehem, PA

Oct. 4th, 2002

Barnes and Noble, Oxford Valley, PA

Oct. 8th, 2002

Borders Bookshop, Framingham, MA

Nov. 3rd, 2002
The Writers Room, Doylestown, PA

Nov. 9th, 2002
Book Corner, Philadelphia, PA

Nov. 14th, 2002
Watchung Booksellers, Montclair, NJ  

Nov. 22nd, 2002
Eastern Monroe County Public Library, Stroudsburg, PA

Nov. 23rd, 2002
The Kelly Writers House, Philadelphia, PA

Dec. 3rd, 2002

Robin’s Bookstore, Philadelphia, PA

Dec. 8th, 2002

Manayunk Art Center, Philadelphia, PA

Dec. 20th, 2002
Beaver Pond Reading Series, New Hope, PA

Jan. 5th, 2003

Center for the Performing Arts at the Debaun Auditorium, Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ

Mar. 12th, 2003
Barron Art Center, Woodbridge, NJ




Mar. 13th, 2003
DeSales College, Center Valley, PA


Apr. 5th, 2003

ARTSPACE, Stroudsburg, PA

Apr. 15th, 2003
Northampton C.C., Tannersville, PA

April 19th, 2003
Sedgwick Cultural Arts Center, Philadelphia, PA

May 5th, 2003

Verse Circus, Manhattan, NY



Oct. 21st, 2003
Northampton C.C., Tannersville, PA

Nov. 22nd, 2003
St. Marx Café, New York, NY

Apr. 23rd, 2004
Eastern Monroe County Public Library, Stroudsburg, PA

Apr. 24th, 2004
Keystone College, La Plume, PA

Oct. 15th, 2004

Delaware Water Gap, PA

Mar. 29th, 2005
Northampton C.C., Tannersville, PA

Sep. 25th, 2005
Steel City Coffeehouse, Phoenixville, PA

Nov. 9th, 2006
Poet’s House, New York, NY

Sep. 18th, 2007
Northampton C.C., Tannersville, PA

Sep. 24th, 2007
Saratoga Public Library, Saratoga, NY

Mar. 30th, 2008
Colrain Poetry Conference, Greenfield, MA

Nov. 13th, 2008
Queens College of The City University of New York

Nov. 5th,  2009 
Queens College of The City University of New York

Nov. 30th, 2009
Yippee Café and Museum, Manhattan, NY
Jan. 20th, 2010
Bridgwater Public Library, Bridgewater, NJ

Feb. 13th, 2010          
Poetry at Churchill Reading Series, Pottstown, PA

Feb. 16th, 2010
Green Line Café, Philadelphia, PA

Mar. 30th, 2010         
Northampton C.C., Tannersville, PA

Apr. 1st, 2010

UPenn Bookstore, Philadelphia, PA

April 11th, 2010
Manayunk Art Center, Philadelphia, PA 

May 31st, 2010
Walt Whitman Arts Center, Camden, NJ

June 15th, 2010    
Fishtown Airways Poetry Series, Philadelphia, PA

Jul. 10th,   2010
Cornelia Street Café, Manhattan, NY

Sept. 18th, 2010
Stop, Look and Listen Poetry Series, Buffalo, NY

Oct. 20th, 2010
Reading Area Community College, Reading, PA
Oct. 30th, 2010
Robin’s Bookstore, Philadelphia, PA

Nov. 23rd, 2010
Robin’s Bookstore, Philadelphia, PA
Jan. 9th, 2011
Center for the Performing Arts at the Debaun Auditorium, Stevens
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ

Mar. 24th, 2011
East Stroudsburg University, East Stroudsburg, PA

Apr. 2nd, 2011

John D. Calandra Italian-American Institute, Manhattan, NY

Sep. 17th, 2011
Poetry at Churchill Reading Series, Pottstown, PA

Dec. 18th, 2011  
Moveable Beats Poetry Series, Philadelphia, PA

Apr. 18th, 2013
Talking Leaves Books, Buffalo, NY

May 15th, 2013
Moonstone Reading Series, Philadelphia, PA

May 21st, 2013
Meridian West Gallery, Buffalo, NY

Jun. 8th, 2013

Sidewalk Café, NYC

Jul. 10th, 2013

Mac’s Backs ~ Books on Conventry, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

July 16th, 2013

Society for New Music’s “Cazenovia Counterpoint” Series, 
Cazenovia, NY

July 29th, 2013

Saturn Poetry Series, NYC
Sep. 4th, 2013

Caffé Lena, Saratoga Springs, NY

Sep. 7th, 2013

The Erie Bookstore, Erie, PA

Sep. 25th, 2013
Olean Public Library, Olean, NY

Sep. 28th, 2013
Authors Books and Music Bookstore, Warren, PA

Oct. 3rd, 2013

Livewords Reading Series, Toronto, ON

Oct. 9th, 2013

Northampton Community College, Tannersville, PA

Oct. 16th, 2013

The Screening Room Reading Series, Amherst, NY

Oct. 20th, 2013  
Moveable Beats Poetry Series, Philadelphia, PA

Oct. 23rd, 2013

Daemen College, Amherst, NY

Nov. 3rd, 2013

Woodlawn Diner, Blasdell, NY

Feb. 11th, 2014
Genesee Reading Series, Rochester, NY

Feb. 23rd, 2014
Fox Chase Reading Series @ Ryerss Museum and Library, Phila., PA
LECTURES:

April 6th, 2010
University of Scranton

January 26th, 2002
Greater Lehigh Valley Writers Group, Palmer Township, PA.  

•“In Praise of the Great Bull Walrus:  The Poetry of   Alden Nowlan”  

RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL HISTORY:
2006-2007

Mentor, PEN Prison Writing Program  

1996-2002

Host, Riverside Reading Series, Easton, PA.

April, 1999

Workshop Leader, Allentown College Poetry Festival.

May, 1997

Keynote Speaker, Feelings Spring Poetry Weekend.

1996-1997

Submissions Editor, Feelings Poetry Journal.

